
Meeting Minutes
Village of Downers Grove - Council Meeting

Council Chambers 9/17/2019 7:00 PM

In order to give as many visitors as possible an opportunity to speak and in the interest of adjourning the meeting 
by 9:00 p.m., please limit your comments to 5 minutes in length, unless further time is granted by Council.  Thank 
you.

1. Call to Order

Mayor Robert Barnett called the regular meeting of the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Downers Grove Village Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Mayor Barnett led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

2. Roll Call

Council Attendance (Present):  Commissioner Walus, Commissioner Earl, Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt, 
Commissioner Kulovany, Commissioner Gray, Commissioner Hosé; Mayor Barnett

Absent:  None

Non-Voting:  Village Manager David Fieldman, Village Attorney Enza Petrarca, Village Clerk April Holden

The Council meeting is broadcast over the local FM radio station, WDGC. In addition, a tape recording and 
videotape of the meeting are being made using Village-owned equipment. The videotape of the meeting will be 
used for later rebroadcast of the Council meeting over the Village cable television Channel 6.  

The Council will follow the rules of conduct for this meeting as provided in Sec. 2.5 of the Downers Grove 
Municipal Code. These offer the public the opportunity to comment at several points in the meeting. First, 
immediately following approval of the minutes of past meetings, an opportunity will be given for public 
comments and questions of a general nature. If a public hearing is scheduled for this meeting, an opportunity is 
given for public comments and questions related to the subject of the hearing. Finally, an opportunity is given for 
public comments and questions on items appearing on the Consent Agenda, the Active Agenda and the First 
Reading.  

The Mayor stated that at the appropriate time the presiding officers will ask if there are any comments from the 
public. Individuals wishing to speak should raise their hand to be recognized and, after acknowledgment from the 
presiding officer, approach the microphone and state their name. Remarks should be limited to five minutes, and 
individuals are asked to refrain from making repetitive statements.

Mayor Barnett said there are agendas located on either side of the Council Chambers, and he invited the audience 
to pick up an agenda and follow the progress of the Council meeting.
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3. Minutes of Council Meetings

MIN 2019-8321 — A. Minutes:  Council Minutes – September 10, 2019

Motion:  Commissioner Hosé moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Earl seconded the 
motion.

Mayor Barnett declared the motion carried by voice vote.  

4.  Public Comments 
This is the opportunity for public comments.

There were no public comments.

5. Consent Agenda

BIL 2019-8322 — A. Bills Payable:  No. 6480, September 17, 2019

COR 2019-8323 — B. Claims Ordinance:  No. 6329, Payroll, August 30, 2019

MOT 2019-8310 — C. Motion:  Award $1,169,500.00 to V3 Construction Group, Woodridge, Illinois, for the St. 
Joseph Creek Restoration Design-Build

Summary:  This awards a contract for the St. Joseph Creek Restoration design-build to V3 Companies, 
Woodridge, Illinois, in the amount of $1,169,500.00.

RES 2019-8248 — D. Resolution: Approve an Intergovernmental Agreement with DuPage County for the St. 
Joseph Creek Restoration Project from Main Street to Fairmount Avenue

Summary: This approves an intergovernmental agreement for the St. Joseph Creek restoration project from Main 
Street to Fairmount Avenue with DuPage County.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF DUPAGE AND THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE FOR THE 

ST. JOSEPH CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT

RESOLUTION 2019-63

RES 2019-8308 — E. Resolution: Authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement with the State of Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency for the St. Joseph Creek Restoration Project

Summary: This approves an intergovernmental agreement for the St. Joseph Creek restoration project from Main 
Street to Fairmount Avenue with the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA).
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY AND THE 
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE FOR THE ST. JOSEPH CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT

RESOLUTION 2019-64

MOT 2019-8314 — F. Motion:  Award $239,005.20 to ABI Construction, Carol Stream, IL, for 2019 Right-of-
Way Accessibility Improvements

Summary: This awards a contract to ABI Construction, Carol Stream, Illinois for 2019 Right of Way 
Accessibility Improvements in the amount of $239,005.20.

MOT 2019-8317 — G. Motion: Accept the Water Rate Study Final Report dated August 30, 2019

Summary: This accepts the Water Rate Study final report dated August 30, 2019.

MOT 2019-8324 — H. Minutes: Note Receipt of Minutes of Boards and Commissions

Summary: Plan Commission - August 5, 2019; Zoning Board of Appeals - May 22, 2019

Motion:  Commissioner Hosé moved to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Earl seconded 
the motion.  

Mayor Barnett declared the motion carried by voice vote.

7. Active Agenda

ORD 2019-8315 – A. Ordinance: Repeal Section 15.33 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code

Summary: This repeals section 15.33 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code entitled "Solicitation on Public 
Rights-of-Way and Highways" and waives the one-week waiting period to consider this ordinance.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 15.33 OF THE DOWNERS GROVE MUNICIPAL CODE
ORDINANCE NO. 5773

Motion:  Commissioner Hosé moved to approve “An Ordinance Repealing Section 15.33 of the Downers Grove 
Municipal Code,” as presented.  Commissioner Earl seconded the motion.

Votes:     Yea:  Commissioners Hosé, Earl, Gray, Kulovany, Sadowski-Fugitt, Walus; Mayor Barnett

                 Nay:  None

Mayor Barnett declared the motion carried.

ORD 2019-8295 – B. Ordinance: Approve a Redevelopment Agreement with the Downers Grove Township

Summary: This approves a redevelopment agreement with The Downers Grove Township.

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN                            
THE VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE AND THE DOWNERS GROVE TOWNSHIP

MIN 2019-8337 Page 3 of 11



Council Minutes Village of Downers Grove September 17, 2019

4

ORDINANCE NO. 5774

Motion:  Commissioner Hosé moved to approve “An Ordinance Approving a Redevelopment Agreement 
Between the Village of Downers Grove and the Downers Grove Township,” as presented.  Commissioner Earl 
seconded the motion.

Mark Thoman, Township Supervisor, thanked the Council for their consideration of this item.  He said it will be a 
great project.

Mayor Barnett said he appreciated the opportunity to partner with the Township.  It is a win-win situation.

Votes:     Yea:  Commissioners Hosé, Earl, Gray, Kulovany, Sadowski-Fugitt, Walus; Mayor Barnett

                 Nay:  None

Mayor Barnett declared the motion carried.

8. First Reading

ORD 2019-8296 — A. Ordinance:  Authorize a Special Use for 2149, 2151, and 2153 63rd Street to Permit an 
Animal Boarding Facility 

Stan Popovich, Director, Community Development, explained that this ordinance is for an animal boarding 
facility at the Meadowbrook Shopping Center, on the western side of the site. It will include training, grooming, 
boarding and day care. The boarding triggers the Special Use. The petitioner will have an outdoor area on the 
west side of the facility to provide outside time for the animals. The property owner has agreed to improvements 
on the front of the property, and will resurface the parking lot and add landscape islands. The Comprehensive 
Plan notes that this shopping center is a mixed-use development and the request complies with the 
Comprehensive Plan. The Plan Commission reviewed this and found that the standards for approval were met. 

Mayor Barnett asked whether the Council has the ability to compel larger improvements in this shopping area.  
He is interested in what type of opportunities the Village might have related to further improvements.

REP 2019-8276 — B. Report:  Human Service Ad Hoc Committee Report

Mr. Fieldman said that the Human Service Ad Hoc Committee was created in December 2018. Two questions 
were of concern: 1) what role should the Ad Hoc Committee serve, and 2) what can and should the Committee do 
to assist Council in promoting its function and mission. The Committee met from January to June of this year and 
produced a high quality report, which has been provided to the Council in their packet. He said it was an 
impressive group of dedicated professionals and volunteers. They identified two options: 1) accept the report as 
presented, or 2) have them build on the work done and prioritize the options. The Ad Hoc Committee could also 
consider presentations by other government and non-profit groups that provide human services to portions of the 
community and beyond. 

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt thanked the Ad Hoc Committee for their excellent work. She is in favor of 
reconvening the Committee for a longer term planning process to evaluate what is being done, and to get some 
strategic priorities and focus to best use Village manpower.

Commissioner Hosé said he agrees with Option 2 as well. They have done a lot of great work already, and there 
are a lot of things going on behind the scenes in the Fire and Police Departments that residents may not be aware 
of. He thinks the Committee has demonstrated their ability to perform good work, and he would like to see them 
continue.

MIN 2019-8337 Page 4 of 11



Council Minutes Village of Downers Grove September 17, 2019

5

Commissioner Kulovany agreed with his colleagues as well. There are places where the people need help and the 
Village needs to learn the available services and resources. He said this Committee can look for holes and the 
ways to plug them.

Commissioner Walus expressed her thanks to the Committee, and commented on their thorough and well thought 
out report. She would like to reconstitute the Committee. This would provide a starting point for the Human 
Services Commission.

Commissioner Earl added her appreciation to the Committee for their hard work and the report. Option 2 is the 
best way to go. She said it is a great idea to sit down with other entities and nonprofits.

Commissioner Gray added his appreciation. He also supports option 2 and would like to see where the overlap is 
and leverage support.

Mayor Barnett commented that identifying gaps is important. They need to understand the gaps.

Mary Blanchard commented that leadership sets the tone. For too many years the focus of the Village has been 
economics, which has created an imbalance. She said they should consider those in the minority. She also asked 
that the Village provide funding so there is an impact. There is a lot of work to do as this has been neglected for 
so long. It is necessary to show inclusiveness if we are to be a community of neighbors.

ORD 2019-8320 — C. Ordinance:  Prohibit Adult Use Cannabis Business Establishments

Manager Fieldman said that this does not change anything with regard to medical marijuana.

Commissioner Hosé thanked staff for their work on this issue. He said that the Council decision-making process 
thus far has been deplorable. Two weeks ago the Council gave clear feedback to continue the public engagement 
process that may have resulted in zoning for cannabis related businesses. The majority of emails he received after 
that supported this effort, and he pointed out that they were all sent to the Mayor and Council address, so unless 
there was a technological glitch somewhere, his colleagues should have received those emails as well. He thanked 
everyone who contacted the Council, whether pro or con on this issue. Seven days later without any new 
information and without a heads-up to other Council members, two Council members changed their votes and the 
majority directed staff to prepare the ordinance that was just introduced by staff. He said the arguments in favor of 
opting out are largely, if not entirely related to a dislike for legalization, possession and use of cannabis and are 
entirely unrelated to zoning concerns. The arguments for opting out are equally applicable to alcohol for example. 
The Village creates designer liquor licenses and zones for liquor stores and restaurants that serve alcohol all the 
time. This month the Council removed restrictions that were previously imposed on certain liquor license holders, 
yet there have been no zoning related arguments related as to why cannabis should be treated any differently than 
alcohol. He has seen no evidence that cannabis is more dangerous than alcohol. The financial opportunity lost on 
this is manifest. By moving forward with this ordinance the Council is willingly giving up sales tax equivalent to 
an Art Van Furniture store or a car dealer on Ogden Avenue. Surrounding communities are moving forward to 
approve zoning for cannabis-based businesses including Lombard, Darien and Westmont. One or more of these 
towns will take in the sales tax revenue that Downers Grove is willingly pushing away. Remember this the next 
time someone bemoans the lack of revenue. Some are suggesting that a Plan Commission hearing would not have 
been valuable because the Plan Commission cannot vote to prohibit sales. That much is true. Commissioner Hosé 
noted that prior to becoming a Commissioner, he served as Chair of the Plan Commission, and they would have 
taken information on zoning setbacks, the impact on surrounding areas and businesses, possible special uses that 
could mitigate potential negative impacts, and perhaps even brought out a business interested in opening in this 
area. All of this and more would have added value to the community discussion that is taking place, even if the 
majority ended up right back in this position. This Council majority denied that opportunity. It’s also been 
suggested that only a handful of residents have given feedback at Council meetings. That entirely discounts the 
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opinions of those who have written in. Ultimately the reason that this Council majority supports the ordinance that 
is requested isn’t zoning related at all. It’s in opposition to the State’s legalization of cannabis, and the arguments 
presented are based on emotion, fear and anecdote rather than rational evidence. He stated that he fundamentally 
opposes the ordinance. 

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt said she agrees with Commissioner Hose’s comments. She also wanted to point 
out that by stopping this process now they are also stopping the Council’s ability to vet quality and peer-reviewed 
research. She pointed out that not all research is created equal, as someone who has published peer-reviewed 
science literature. There is a very specific process that must be gone through when publishing a scientific article. 
Quality data does not start with a business whose mission statement is to talk about the harm done by marijuana. 
You are automatically starting at a bias when starting with that type of information. There have been resources 
from those types of organizations that have been floated around. Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt said she wanted 
to make sure as they are going through this process that the evidence and data that they are using has been vetted 
and has started from a point of assuming we know nothing about this and we are going to conduct a quality 
research study to figure it out. There are studies that are available about cannabis.  Because it is a Schedule 1 drug 
you cannot use federal dollars to research it, however you can use State dollars and you can also use outside 
organizations. There have been funders who have funded quality peer-reviewed research studies about cannabis to 
dispel some of the myths and some of the fears. She also pointed out the importance of knowing where the source 
of information is coming from, regarding any specific data of whether it be crime, or businesses, or youth use.  
Studies over the past 20-25 years are the types of things that the Council was not able to analyze and will not be 
able to vet if they choose to prohibit. She is against making decisions on faulty data or on data that has not been 
vetted by experts. She thinks the Village should not continue to prohibit this but should provide more time to vet 
these resources. When it is in the hands of the Plan Commission the Council will have time to do that. She is 
opposed to prohibiting the zoning immediately, and thinks it is in the best interests of everyone in this community 
if the Village does all the quality research that it can regardless of whether or not they zone. Being armed with 
more quality information is always in the best interest of this community.

Commissioner Gray noted the time line related to this issue and the information provided.  On August 16 the 
Village released data to the public at large for public consumption and put it in public domain. The document on 
the zoning of cannabis businesses went out on August 16.  In the last few weeks they had a First Reading on 
August 20. The Director of Community Development and the Chief of Police discussed the document released on 
August 16 and the Council discussed it. Last week two ordinances were presented. That’s a brief timeline. He 
referred to the document released last month and the 30-plus resources that were included as information with this 
topic that have been available for more than a month. He’s not sure he agrees with the statement that there’s been 
a hindrance in the flow of information. One of the questions he asks himself is whether he can count on one hand 
the number of individuals who presented information at the podium on this issue. He could not recall five 
individuals that have stepped forward to the mike to speak for or against it. He learned today that five people did 
come and address the issue. There was no overwhelming response from the public. He said he does not look to 
Next Door for reliable information. He looks to the Wall Street Journal. He asked where the information is 
coming from. He didn’t see anyone in support of moving this idea forward. Instead they are trying to find new 
data. With regard to the financial aspect, he looked at the number of $300,000 presented as a potential tax 
number. There is no basis for this. He is not sure he agrees with the numbers given.

Commissioner Earl said that staff has provided Council with studies, approximately 37. The data is better if you 
can get it in a timely manner. To suggest that more data might change her mind is incorrect. The Plan 
Commission would not give her any more data with their scope being strictly limited to land use. The 
Commissioner said she is a registered nurse, and the rule of medicine is first do no harm.  She said that the one 
thing that four of the Council members agreed upon last week was that they need to take a step back and take a 
wait-and-see approach and do no harm. They decided that the Village did not need to be in the first phase rollout 
of recreational marijuana—recreational, that’s for fun. She understands it will still be legal in Illinois. Her choice 
is not to burden the Village with the unknown costs of recreational—not medical—marijuana until they 
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understand if they outweigh the equally unknown benefits at this point. Medical marijuana is already legal in 
Illinois and in the Village and will remain so. They are not talking about something that someone needs to live. 
They are talking about the price of fun. There are larger issues on this Village docket than this and wasting staff 
time and tax dollars chasing after data that four of the Council already agrees is unattainable. She is comfortable 
with the decision she has made not to go any further in this quest at this time and she has been open to revisiting it 
at some later date, but where she is now, this is still a Schedule 1 drug, it’s a cash-based business because it can’t 
be in the federal banking system so that requires some different treatment in different ways on some different 
policing which may now cause the Village to have to increase officers. It’s a give and take situation for fun and 
that is where she gets stuck. She is comfortable with the wait and see approach.

Commissioner Kulovany asked that the ordinance be shown on screen. He referenced the material staff made 
available. He said it took an entire weekend for him to read the material. He said since he has been involved as a 
volunteer he doesn’t think he’s read more than he has on this issue. He said there is a resource “Adverse Effects of 
Marijuana Use”. One thing that impacted him was that three people died in a robbery of a medical marijuana 
facility. He doesn’t know whether that can happen here. People say he’s acting out of fear, and that does cause 
him some fear if one of these facilities was opened without adequate security and something happened. How 
would they answer that for maybe $300,000 of revenue. Would that come to $100,000 per head, and is that the 
value they put on a life? He said as you scroll down the resources provided by staff there are various topics such 
as “risk of addiction,” “effect on brain development,” “possible role as a gateway drug,” “relation to mental 
illness.”  He said he knows a reasonable amount on this particular subject and the negative impact of increased 
psychosis. “The effect on school performance in lifetime achievement,” which is another peer-reviewed study 
talking about the serious impact on the developing cognitive brain up until about the age of 25, affecting the 
ability to think reasonably for the rest of one’s life. So it causes him some concern. The ship has sailed on legal 
marijuana and on January 1 people can smoke as much as they want, consume as many edibles as they want, and 
there’s nothing that anyone even with a badge or a gun can do to stop that and that’s moving forward. What the 
Village did was say there are some risks involved in this and there are some unknowns involved in this and one of 
the unknowns is how much tax revenue is it going to bring in, and what are going to be enforcement regulation 
costs and monitoring costs, and will those costs outweigh the tax revenue. What if the situation cost 2-3 times as 
much a year to police this versus the amount of revenue taken in. In his thinking, a good way to do this is not to 
be the first through the door on this issue. He didn’t buy the first iPhone. He let them work the bugs out and he 
thinks the reasonable position the Village took is that other municipalities will do this. The problem with reading 
the studies, when you dig down you find whichever point you’re trying to argue comes right to the surface, for or 
against. His view is let’s not focus on the studies, but let’s focus on the actual real-world results in communities 
near Downers Grove. This is not the Village’s last opportunity; it is the Village's first opportunity to get licenses. 
It will not be the Village’s last opportunity to get licenses. He thinks it’s particularly reasonable to say let’s wait 
and see so then Chief Gillette can talk with the various other municipalities regarding what issues they have had 
to face and what tax revenues they raised. What was the increase of addiction amongst teenagers. He thinks there 
will be a much better feeling about those issues after some period of months or a year or two have passed to view 
that reality. He is comfortable with this decision. He is not saying “no” forever, but that they should take a look 
based on what the actual results are.

Commissioner Walus stated she is not against marijuana for medicinal or recreational use. She noted that she 
might change her mind. On January 1 cannabis will be legal for adults in the State of Illinois. She reviewed the 
schedule, saying that the Village has time to adjust to the new normal. She thinks they can revisit this.

Mayor Barnett said this has been a challenging process for the Council and the public. It has everyone excited. It’s 
a subject where they have heard from the public and it reflects what the Council hears which is that people have 
very strongly held beliefs about this subject. What he struggles with, and because they are still in a Workshop 
condition tonight, he’d like to do something a lot more than just make a statement. It seems to him that most of 
the conversation he’s heard thus far here as well as the inbound emails that they’ve received has still mostly 
focused on the general premise of use. He wishes they would be talking more about, or what he would like to hear 
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more about are some of the alternative business opportunities. They have talked about what the negatives are. Do 
they think those negatives are enforced, underscored, magnified by some of the other potential activities. For 
instance, if someone wanted to be in the business of creating the additive and sell to another market of people who 
are baking or making Swedish fish, or whatever. They have a list of subjects they were given initially that had to 
do with other business opportunities beyond just dispensary or delivery. He’s disappointed in the process because 
he doesn’t feel as though they have gone through that very well. They haven’t gone through that much at the 
Council meetings, and haven’t gotten that much input from the public. He’s concerned that they are still missing 
opportunities. At the end of the day, each one of the decisions that they make as a Village has some basis of data 
and some basis of value, and that’s what they are doing. Seven people are injecting their values into the decision-
making process, which is what they are supposed to do. But, he feels from his vantage point that they have 
skipped some of those other conversations in lieu of this idea of use or retail dispensary kinds of businesses. He 
doesn’t think he’s heard that from the rest of the Council except for Commissioner Earl who has made her 
feelings of wait and see known.  However, many of the things they have listed from potential policing issues to 
potential cash business issues to potential accessibility increasing youth consumption he is struggling to 
understand the connection between the non-retail aspects of potential zoning and those activities. He would 
welcome more conversation on those aspects. He’s disappointed because of that direction that they are headed, 
but he also understands that there are an odd number of Council members on purpose so they will make a decision 
that moves the Village forward. So between now and October 8 when this will be discussed again, he’d certainly 
welcome additional input from everybody on that subject.

Commissioner Hosé said that it’s important to examine some of the statements that have been made because they 
hear about having an open mind, and yet they don’t get the kind of discussion the Mayor just mentioned. They 
appear to be open minded to everything but the idea of having the Plan Commission hold zoning related hearings, 
or telling us whether the community thinks that a thousand feet is too much from a school or public park, or if it’s 
too little, or if there really is no limit to what our community would like to see. These are the discussions that 
have to take place in the community and that the 37 or any number of resources provided by staff cannot tell 
them. That’s the communication and that’s the conversation that’s been stopped. It’s also been demonstrated that 
they have some people who are fairly close-minded here. People might consider him one of them and that’s fine. 
He doesn’t understand the argument about having fewer concerns about medical marijuana when it is just as 
illegal from a federal perspective as recreational marijuana. When you start to deconstruct the arguments 
expressed tonight they fall apart. They collapse under the weight of their own lack of logic. 

Commissioner Sadowski Fugit spoke about the distribution of licenses and the social justice part of the State bill 
that will make licenses available more in areas that have been hit hardest in the drug war. She noted that the 
Village would likely not qualify for any of the next 110 licenses. She said that they probably can’t be 
reconsidered until 2022/2024. However, the Plan Commission could consider Special Uses on licenses. Many 
other issues could have been discussed as part of the Plan Commission hearing had they continued this on to the 
Plan Commission. If this were referred on to the Plan Commission it would provide even more time to review 
aspects of the issue than just the last month to receive public feedback. She also noted that there are a lot of 
people who are incredibly intimidated by standing in front of a microphone in front of their community, and she 
doesn’t think they should discount that fear. She did note from their Mayor/Council emails that 67 people were in 
favor of moving forward and sending this on to the Plan Commission with 15 against doing so. They are presently 
going against what the community has shared with the Council. Their voices are not being heard. She referenced a 
recent article that analyzed crime data from Denver between 2013-2016, which saw a reduction in crime. Part of 
that goes to the Social Justice portion of the bill. She commented that it is in the Village’s best interest to discuss 
risks and nuances. She is disappointed that they cannot have those conversations.

Commissioner Gray said that decisions were made of risk versus reward. They cannot put a finger on the financial 
impact of this project. He said that last week there was not a discussion of additional options of revenue outside of 
dispensaries. There was no “stop/start’ on the timeline. He said they had tons of data available about research 
available. Tonight was their first discussion about the social equity piece that is experimental. He is not talking 
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about a fear of cannabis. He cited operational capacity—how far do we extend the Village's resources when we 
have so many other priorities. As for the 67 in favor and 15 against, he’s not sure that represents a sample size of 
the population of Downers Grove. 

Commissioner Earl said that the State is doing something unprecedented in giving municipalities 2% of the 
revenue from this project. The State has admitted that they expect problems. She said they don’t know what they 
are in for. Another 3% to the Village on what it sells in town doesn’t seem like enough of a factor to consider this, 
or that the Village would come out ahead. 

Mary Blanchard said she finds it offensive that emails are discounted. This is not okay. She thinks they have 
stopped the discussion for now, and she doesn’t understand the decision to stop the discussions. 

Barbara Pertell, a long-time resident of the Village, said that last Thursday was the first time she heard of this 
issue. Many people don’t know of these meetings. She stated that she is not for introducing sales facilities in 
Downers Grove. She has done some research and reading and considers it frightening. She also had trouble 
finding out when the next meeting would be of the Village Council. She said that she feels the Village was acting 
too quickly. She asked if the Village has all the information to jump ahead and whether the Village has to be first. 
She asked what the benefits are besides the revenue. We do not know the consequences of those using this 
product and don’t know enough. She asked what happens if it gets out of control. Can the Village back track. 
There are questions she doesn’t have answers to and asked who agrees with use and who doesn’t. The health, 
safety and well-being of everybody should be more important than the revenue gained.

Mayor Barnett said the Village would continue to watch the conversation. This will be on the Agenda on October 
8. There are many elements that we can’t control. 

Ms. Pertell asked whether she could still voice her opinion online. The Mayor replied “always.” He stated that we 
reserve our phone lines for emergencies.

Jane Mulqueeny said that the Village is being shortsighted. This will bring in no money if it doesn’t go to the Plan 
Commission because it will be stopped.

Andy said it does not make sense to opt out at this point. He also suggested that the Village takes the email option 
off the webpage if they don’t want to consider it.

Commissioner Kulovany spoke of the emails he has received. Sixty came in at the same time. Some people sent in 
multiple emails. He read an email demanding that the Council approve this. He thinks waiting is the right thing to 
do.

Commissioner Hosé said he is surprised that the voters might hold them accountable. 

Mayor Barnett said this would be discussed again on October 8. He appreciates the participation, and reminded 
everyone that the Council needs to take in all input, both pleasant and unpleasant. It’s the Council’s job to take 
those comments and move forward.  

RES 2019-8316 — D. Resolution:  Authorize a Section 115 Trust Agreement for Other Post-Employment 
Benefits (OPEB)

Manager Fieldman said the next three items have to do with the development of the OPEB (Other Post-
Employment Benefits) fund which is a topic they have been working on since 2012. The Village will calculate the 
amount of subsidy taking place in providing for health benefits for retirees. It is the last set of steps in which the 
Village will place money for post-employment benefits. He asked Judy Buttny, Finance Director to explain this 
program. 
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Judy Buttny, Finance Director, said this concerns health benefits for retirees. All municipalities in Illinois are 
required to provide access to the Illinois Health Benefit Program. The retirees pay the premium but the cost to 
provide the benefit is not completely covered. This creates a liability. Ms. Buttny referenced a rule change ten 
years ago. The Village laid out an active plan to reduce the liability in 2012 using a fully insured Medicare 
Supplement plan to retirees 65 years and older. In 2018 they placed $300,000 into an OPEB fund. This is the last 
step in the multi-step process. She said that funding the trust would allow the Village to invest in a broader range 
of assets than allowed by State law. Staff proposes that the Village establish an irrevocable trust with a Section 
115 Trust Agreement with U.S. Bank who will serve as Trustee for the OPEB account. The annual fees for the 
service will be $5,000. U.S. Bank will have custody of the assets and execute investments upon direction from the 
Village staff. A funding policy accompanies the trust and states the funding goals and actuarial assumptions to be 
used for the trust. 

Commissioner Hosé said this is the perfect way to approach this and he thanked staff for bringing this forward. 
This is the world he lives in for his day job. It is the right thing to do.

Commissioner Kulovany said he likes that it is irrevocable and keeps politician’s hands off of it. 

Mayor Barnett commented that it is important. It is a struggle finding ways to fund things long term. If they can 
set out now to grow the investment it’s easier than being reactionary. The opportunity for the money to earn 
money is higher, and looks out for the best interests of all involved. The cost of borrowing is lower when the 
Village consistently demonstrates solid fiduciary responsibility, and this is another step in that direction. 

Mr. Fieldman thanked Ms. Buttny for her presentation and the team that put the documents together. 

RES 2019-8318 — E. Resolution:  Adopt a Trust Investment Policy for Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB)

RES 2019-8319 — F. Resolution:  Adopt a Funding Policy for Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB)

8. Attorney's Report

Pursuant to Section 2.5 of the Downers Grove Municipal Code, the following are presented for Village Council 
consideration:

1.  An ordinance authorizing a special use for 2149, 2151 and 2153 63rd Street to permit an animal boarding 
facility

2. An ordinance prohibiting adult use cannabis business establishments

9. Council Member Reports

Commissioner Earl said the Friends of the Edwards House Historic Home Tour was a great success.  She said 200 
people attended.  She thanked the homeowners for opening their homes to the public.    

Commissioner Kulovany also thanked the homeowners who participated in the tour.  

Commissioner Kulovany said the Downers Grove Historical Society will sponsor a program, “This Old New 
House” on September 24 at Gatto’s beginning at 6:30 p.m. Neal Vogel, a restoration contractor, will speak.  The 
cost is $15.00 which includes a buffet dinner.
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Mayor Barnett called for a recess at 8:27 p.m., after which discussion on the 2019-2021 Long Range Place will 
take place.  

10. Manager's Report – Committee Room

INF 2019-8271 – A. Information 2019-2021 Long Range Plan

Mayor Barnett reconvened the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 

Mayor Barnett said he would ask for a motion to adjourn due to the time and heightened emotions.  He said this 
will be discussed at a later date.

11. Adjournment

Mayor Barnett asked for a motion to adjourn.

Motion:  Commissioner Hosé moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Earl seconded the motion. 

Mayor Barnett declared the motion carried by voice vote and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

April Holden

    Village Clerk
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Meeting Minutes
Village of Downers Grove - Council Meeting

Council Chambers 9/23/2019 7:00 PM

In order to give as many visitors as possible an opportunity to speak and in the interest of adjourning the meeting 
by 9:00 p.m., please limit your comments to 5 minutes in length, unless further time is granted by Council.  Thank 
you.

1. Call to Order

Mayor Robert Barnett called the special meeting of the Village Council of the Village of Downers Grove to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Committee Room of the Downers Grove Village Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Mayor Barnett led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

2. Roll Call

Council Attendance (Present):  Commissioner Walus, Commissioner Earl, Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt, 
Commissioner Kulovany, Commissioner Gray, Commissioner Hosé; Mayor Barnett

Absent:  None

Non-Voting:  Village Manager David Fieldman, Village Attorney Enza Petrarca, Deputy Village Clerk Megan 
Miles

The Council meeting is broadcast over the local FM radio station, WDGC. In addition, a tape recording and 
videotape of the meeting are being made using Village-owned equipment. The videotape of the meeting will be 
used for later rebroadcast of the Council meeting over the Village cable television Channel 6.  

The Mayor stated that at the appropriate time the presiding officers will ask if there are any comments from the 
public. Individuals wishing to speak should raise their hand to be recognized and, after acknowledgment from the 
presiding officer, approach the microphone and state their name. Remarks should be limited to five minutes, and 
individuals are asked to refrain from making repetitive statements.

3. Manager’s Report

INF 2019-8271 — A. Information: 2019-2021 Long Range Plan:  Priority Action Items and Strategic Goals

Mayor Barnett welcomed Council, staff and the public, and thanked them for their flexibility in making 
themselves available for this meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to continue the long-range planning process 
and discuss high priority action items that consume a great deal of staff and Council bandwidth.  

Village Manager Dave Fieldman said this is the fifth of six planned meetings. He said that priority action items 
serve as this Council’s work plan for the balance of this Council’s duration through the middle of 2021. He noted 
that this list is arguably the most important work of these meetings and determines the direction of the Village 
over the next 18-24 months. The characteristics of a Priority Action Item include supporting strategic goals, 
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addressing key issues, requiring Village Council direction, take six months or more to complete and involves a 
multi-department effort. Those are the items used as a threshold to determine whether an issue rises to the level of 
a priority action. 

Mr. Fieldman noted that the Village has been using this format since about 2009 and there has been a maximum 
of 12 items identified in any 18-24 month period. Seven priority action items have already been identified. The 
situation is unique right now in that seven items are on the board and six are already underway. The seventh items 
is the Village's sustainability and replacement plan which the Council provided direction on a few weeks ago. He 
noted that the Village is at organizational capacity through at least the first quarter of next year. At that time it is 
anticipated that the facilities plan will be discussed and will include new buildings and many other topics. He 
described it as equal to about ten normal priority action items, which is a lot.  He noted that staff took the liberty 
of putting together a list of sub-projects that staff knows are likely to require attention. He said that staff has 
learned a lot this year from the 49-days they worked on the facilities project and learned the enormity of the 
project. The mid-point check which is generally done in the summer will probably occur somewhat earlier 
because once they have the elements of the facilities plan that will be a good time to check in to better predict 
staff’s work load on that project. It is expected that the other six projects will be reaching conclusion about this 
time. So there’s an element of confirming and possibly adding things to the board tonight.  He noted that if any 
Council members want to add something to the list tonight it will require replacing something that’s on the board 
right now, or starting the new proposals at the time that they do the check in.  

Mr. Fieldman then reviewed the seven action items. The facilities replacement and sustainability plan will begin 
in December. It has two components. Developing the plan by answering the five key questions as to what are we 
going to build, where are we going to build it, how are we going to pay for it, etc. Traditionally plans like this take 
somewhere between three and six months, and since this is a priority item for Council staff will work as 
expeditiously as they can to develop the plan, and implement the plan with building construction.

The second priority action item involves developing a plan for the future of the downtown. Key questions to be 
addressed are what services should be provided in the downtown, who should provide those services, what capital 
projects, and what maintenance activities are involved, development of a budget and funding sources. Included 
with these questions is what operating agreement will exist with Downtown Management. He expects this 
information to be before the Council in the fourth quarter of this year, probably in November. Council direction 
will occur and they expect plan implementation in the first two or three quarters of next year. 

The next priority action item is the development and implementation of a parking plan for the downtown. He 
reminded Council members that the intent was to revisit the downtown parking situation once the three major 
residential buildings were all in line. This parking plan should be in front of the Council probably at the last 
meeting in October for further Council direction, which might include forwarding it to a recommending board. It 
would probably come back to the Council in the fourth quarter or the first quarter of next year. It is thought that 
the two plans—the parking plan and the financial plan for downtown—will inform the Council on the policy 
decisions it makes on the facilities plan. 

Mr. Fieldman noted the next priority item, which is to continue the Village's partnership with District 99 for a 
pedestrian and vehicular safety plan for the high schools. A second neighborhood meeting is scheduled for 
November and a draft plan should be put before the Council in the first quarter for Council direction.

Creation of a stormwater capital projects plan is the sixth item on the list and was discussed recently by Council.  
It will take several months for Council feedback  

The expansion of the Human Services Ad Hoc Committee was discussed last week and the reconstituted Ad Hoc 
Committee will be working from January to June on updating and building on their report. It will then go back to 
Council for policy direction. 
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Mr. Fieldman said the last item is a major staff project for the replacement of the Enterprise Resource Planning 
(ERP) System. It’s the backbone and operating system for all of the Village departments and needs to be replaced. 
This is primarily staff driven and concerns a system that they use every day. There is interplay between the ERP 
system replacement and the facilities plan. They don’t want to have to relocate physically.  

Mr. Fieldman said they are looking for Council direction.

Mayor Barnett said the key tonight is whether they want to focus on the PAIs that are presently under 
consideration. He said they need to focus on these items, and/or come up with the Council’s own list. He said it is 
important that they leave tonight with affirmation or change. 

Commissioner Earl said her fear is knowing that facilities is going to take ten PAIs. She thinks they are 
underestimating it as one PAI. It is more like five and is not as easy as the explanation. She doesn’t see facilities 
and ERP overlapping. It’s a huge project and a huge problem if it becomes nonsupporting. She asked how far 
along this has gone.

Dan Carlsen, Management Analyst, said that they have a consultant but have not yet identified needs assessment. 
They are fact-finding now. 

Commissioner Earl said that she knows this type of activity will take at least a year. It’s a heavy workload. She 
said the ERP system they have now is used by everybody in one package. 

Mr. Fieldman concurs and shares her concern. It’s a very large project. 

Commissioner Earl said she is concerned with what she sees on the board and doesn’t know what she would take 
off and replace it with. There’s nothing on the board that is not important. If she were to prioritize it would be 
trees, and perhaps up the amount of trees they are planting in the parkways. It would not be as time consuming but 
she’d like to see that included. 

Mr. Fieldman said they could adjust planting with the normal budget and working to protect the trees. He said 
those changes will be seen in October or November.

Mayor Barnett said there are always things that come up. He thinks they have to try and keep in mind the idea 
there’s six months or more so somewhere along the line someone will say something in particular needs adjusting. 
They have to keep in mind that there will be items appearing out of nowhere and taking time.

Commissioner Walus asked about the replacement of the ERP and if any options happen at the same time as the 
ERP. 

Mr. Fieldman said that they are watching the ERP with the facilities. They learned in the early part of the year that 
it took ten working sub teams on the facilities project all at once with some serving on multiple teams.  The 
important part is the implementation portion of the project. 

Commissioner Walus said she thinks there’s a hesitation from staff to do ERP and facilities at the same time. 

Mr. Fieldman said that if they only move once it’s easier. They are trying to complete the facilities 
implementation at the same time as the ERP implementation plan. 

Mayor Barnett said that if two things fell at exactly the same time, then things have to be shifted. If they can 
figure out the implementation plans the same things could possibly happen at the same time. 

Commissioner Kulovany asked if there are any issues with fiscal year cut over.  

Mr. Carlsen said there are no issues to selecting in March or April of next year. 

Commissioner Kulovany asked whether it would be a straight cutover or running parallel systems. 

Mr. Carlsen replied they are still learning and are at the beginning stages.
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Commissioner Earl said that she remembers when the original facilities plan was raised and they barely saw staff 
they were so bogged down. She fears the ERP will be the same.

Mayor Barnett underscored that the question for tonight is whether they like the idea of trying to get those two 
implementation plans sorted and then reviewing them. 

Mr. Fieldman agreed with that synopsis and said there is an element of learn, check in, revise plans. He doesn’t 
know how it will look in a few months when they have more information on both items. 

Commissioner Hosé said he agrees with how will these items work together and he appreciates staff being upfront 
with the fear aspect. Obviously they want to work on how to put these two projects together but he thinks they are 
being premature on all of that. He said he has watched two clients go through the same situation very recently. 
One implementation of their software went unbelievably well while the second was incredibly bad. You never 
know until you get into the project. He said that our staff has a good history of getting things right and will tell the 
Council if they need to pause. He is confident they can handle it and if they can’t they will tell the Council.

Commissioner Kulovany asked whether they’ve ceased support on the system and Mr. Fieldman said that it’s 
coming. Commissioner Kulovany said that organizations don’t budget enough, especially for training. It’s 
important to understand what to leave behind and what are must-haves. But there are also ebbs and flows with 
both the facilities plan and the ERP project. He said they have to be patient and not running out of support for at 
least one year, and use the ebbs and flows. They have to understand that a lot of staff is going to be overworked, 
particularly the midlevels.

Commissioner Gray said he’s seeing this for the first time and it’s a lot to take in. He said three of the items are 
linked together already.  When this has been done in the past, what were some of the contingency areas you 
looked at “just in case.” What are the criteria to swap something out. 

Mr. Fieldman said with regard to contingency staff will look for Council direction in those situations. He said 
short of another construction project staff thinks the implementation of these things won’t be very complex. It 
might take effort but won’t need more policy direction. It would appear that the facilities project would remain the 
higher priority. If they thought another item was being held up because of the facilities project, they would come 
to the Council for more direction. 

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt said that facilities and the ERP are high priority to everyone and will be complex. 
There is no value in potential spots for things that may or may not happen. The sooner they can be talking about 
the facilities the better. She would prefer to move more quickly. In the past waiting and hedging worked against 
the Village. She sees the facilities as a large priority and wants to see it done. She thinks they should move on 
ERP and facilities quickly.

Commissioner Kulovany commented that they have a window of opportunity with facilities because they have to 
sell a portion of land. He thinks they should strike while the iron is hot and get developers involved. Prices could 
go down in a recession.

Mayor Barnett said he hasn’t heard anyone say they wish there was something else on the list. What’s being asked 
is do we want to keep this list and then check back in the first quarter to see where they are. 

The consensus of the Commissioners was to keep the list and check back in the first quarter. 

Commissioner Walus agreed with what has been said. She is in full agreement that they should be cognizant and 
respectful of staff, and if staff says they need a decision, the Council should be respectful of their workload.

Mayor Barnett said everyone works hard to get things done.

Mr. Fieldman replied also that staff and the Council do this very well. That has been a hallmark of the Council 
and staff over time.

Mayor Barnett asked for public comments.
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David Rose commented on Commissioner Kulovany’s comments on selling to developers are presumptuous. He 
thought that was part of the option. He asked Commissioner Hosé for more information on his example from his 
work life if the software update doesn’t go well and how it would affect other items.

Mayor Barnett said that’s what they were trying to stress, and do they have the confidence in staff to move 
forward and take steps.

Commissioner Hosé said he understands the risks and he trusts this staff to manage any problems. When they 
have a problem, staff will let the Council now, and he has every confidence the implementation will go well.

Commissioner Earl said upgrading and replacing are two different things. Replacing the whole system is trickier.  
They are not just plugging in a new piece.

Mayor Barnett said that is why Dave has been underscoring this. Any organization of this size has to go through 
this.

Commissioner Kulovany said he’s been in the ERP supply chain software business for 20 years. He saw hundreds 
of these systems and it is important to look at what could have been done differently. Proper training affects 
success factors. Mayor Barnett is right on replacement systems taking place every seven years or so.

Sue Farley said she would like to have the Council heavily focus long range on environmental requirements 
including green space, plants, trees, sustainability, green roofs, solar, and electrical chargers just to name a few. 
She would like more green space in the downtown including rain gardens at Forest and Burlington. She said the 
Village is behind and they need to be leading. She said that six months ago the facilities plan had no green plan. 
She asked that volunteers on Committees be asked to help get these things accomplished.

Pete Foernssler, 922 Warren, said he lives in the downtown and wanted to talk about the future of the downtown. 
He commented that his taxes are 26% higher due to the SSA and asked what the value is to residents. They get 
snowplowing. He doesn’t understand the value of the SSA for the residents. He understands it for the commercial 
area. He asked if there are other viable options available. He would like to have someone quantify the value of 
being in an SSA for the residents besides receiving snow plowing. His building pays $51,000 annually and he 
would like to know what they gives the residents.

Steve Frost who lives on Burlington commented on the future of the downtown. He said when the SSA ends their 
tax rate goes to zero and there will be a tax increase to the residents. The Council has worked hard to suppress tax 
increases, and staff does more and more with less and less. Yet the residents living in that area are paying more 
for receiving the same services. He said they should look at the Downtown Management Corporation, which is 
very important and serves an important role, but he doesn’t see a consensus among residents to pay for this out of 
new SSA money. He encouraged paying for it out of the General Fund. If the Village wants to pick and choose 
services, dollars are important to the budget process. He stressed that he isn’t opposed to staff’s work. They all 
operate professionally and provide excellent services.

Sue Farley then said she wanted to make a comment on the opt in/opt out. Mayor Barnett asked her to hold her 
comment on that to the end of the meeting. He then said that he is hearing that all Council members want to keep 
this going and stay with the check in. The point of the exercise is to remember that this was the direction decided.

Commissioner Kulovany asked when they would revisit additional items. Mr. Fieldman said staff recommends 
that when they get to the check in of the facilities plan.  

Deputy Manager Mike Baker was asked to provide information on the next steps for the future of the downtown. 
He said that the next Downtown Management Board meeting would occur on the first Thursday in October. At 
that meeting they will present some additional options to respond to concerns and comments made since August 
relative to rate and boundaries. He said there have been suggestions about expanding boundaries. They will also 
look at removing the residential component from the SSA and allow it to come forward as an entirely commercial 
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only SSA. That is trying to be responsive to what they have heard. More information will come and will be 
discussed in a few weeks and brought forward to Council later.

Mr. Fieldman then mentioned the second issue is Strategic Goals. He reviewed the goals that were discussed in 
August. He noted that they did not wrap up that discussion for policy direction. They took away that they could 
do a better job of reporting. He then referenced how the goals fit into the Village, including the Comprehensive 
Plan. They will republish the Comprehensive Plan with the Long Range Report.   

They are looking for further direction regarding alternatives to saying they are stewards of environmental 
sustainability. One idea was the Village would be a “Facilitator of Community Dialogues” and or “Environmental 
Leader among Municipalities.” He noted that both ideas came from Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt. 

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt spoke of highlighting preserving our Village for future generations. The Village 
has done great things like the recent Stormwater Ordinance. She would like the Village to take a leading stance in 
preservation. 

Mayor Barnett asked for thoughts as to adjustment and using stronger wording which is deliberate, proactive on 
the environmental sustainability.

Commissioner Kulovany commented that the magic word for him is trees and he would like to delegate that to the 
Commissions, whether the ECC or others. He was on Linscott, which has a legacy oak tree that will be coming 
down. It’s changed the whole fabric of that side of the street. He would like that tie in because it relates to 
stormwater, producing oxygen, reduces heat, etc. One of the Commissions could look at what other communities 
are doing. It would be useful to find what they are measuring right now. There is a composting program 
announced, but people seem to have forgotten about it. Another thing is that a lot of parkway trees are dying 
because of the mulching process. The Arboretum sent him a complete study on that and how the roots are being 
suffocated on parkway trees. 

Mayor Barnett said the question is the forcefulness, and in reality they are always balancing. He thinks the 
potential is to shift the balance to leadership as opposed to steward. 

Mr. Fieldman said the proposal speaks directly to how the Village would do its same projects differently. He read 
the proposal and explained that if those words were used it would dramatically affect how certain projects are 
performed.

Mayor Barnett said that historically the Village has forgone a lot of metrics, due to some degree because of 
limited personnel.  

Commissioner Hosé asked what it would mean when they get from the 30,000 foot level down to the 10,000 foot 
level in terms of time and dollars spent.  

Mr. Fieldman said that staff would need direction quickly for the 2020 budget and take it to the leadership team 
showing how it reflects in today’s budget. He said at tomorrow’s staff meeting they would discuss some of the 
projects that have an entirely different approach if this is the Council’s desire.

Commissioner Gray thanked Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt for her work and input from others.  For those 
without details but who want them, they need education. He spoke to the impact and buy-in from the community.

Mayor Barnett suggesting looking to see if there is something to compare this to.   

Mr. Fieldman said that these goals have been in place for 8-10 years. They are embedded in how the Village does 
its business. This would be a significant change. Staff might evolve and find ways to incorporate these ideas in all 
projects. He can’t say yet from a public relations standpoint or education, but it would be reflected in the staff’s 
day-to-day work. 
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Mayor Barnett asked if there is a way to get additional focus because it appears most people don’t know things on 
the list. He can understand how without that information circulated, there would be a concern that the Village is 
not doing as much as we could or should.

Commissioner Walus also thanked Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt for her efforts. She said she made notes in 
response to this, such as bandwidth, responsibility, cost, wondering if there is any middle ground without 
amending that statement. They should be able to publicize more about what they are doing. She is not discounting 
any of the information that’s been provided, but wants to know if there’s a way to do more.

Mr. Fieldman said this would not be a high priority action item, but Council could direct staff. Measuring and 
reporting is the biggest leap.

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt said that measuring and reporting is how we know where we are at, and they 
know this takes staff time. She said they need to plan long term for the Village facilities and make sure they are 
planning that they last a long time. She sees something stronger than green operations where possible, but can 
compromise on metrics.

Commissioner Earl asked for details.

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt said she would like to see recycling of water, electric charging stations, native 
landscaping. She’d like this done from the beginning, and use their time to think how to preserve resources.

Mayor Barnett said he thinks he hears that they would appreciate a conversation on environmental improvements. 
He asked if there is some way to rework and focus on the additional information pulled together. He thinks there 
should be some way for them to increase our emphasis on environmental considerations. 

Mr. Fieldman said that he is hearing publish things, refocus and look at environmental issues early.

Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt said if anyone has specifics to let her now. She said the second statement she 
submitted she thought would be beneficial. The Village is often the first point of contact with residents. One 
suggestion would be to be the voice to bring people together on large issues such as construction. They could add 
on an extra half hour to Coffee With the Council a few times a year. It would involve more staff work. She could 
see adding a bullet point to innovation or municipal services, etc. She noted that these are things they do already 
but communication is important.

Commissioner Kulovany said communication is a tough one, especially when you look on social media at the 
misunderstandings of things that the Village does. He gave an example of the 55th Street but no one was reading 
the website.

Commissioner Earl said that we try. Seven of us are pushing out through our social media contacts and she thinks 
that improves exactly what they’re talking about. It’s hard because you can never answer every question or make 
everyone happy. She asked where they should facilitate more. It’s been done in the past with mixed results. She 
doesn’t know where the balance is.

Mayor Barnett said he feels there is a need out there; but he is unconvinced they are the right group to fill that 
need. He doesn’t want that as a goal right now.

Commissioner Earl said it’s being done through the Library already. They facilitate all kinds of community 
dialogues across the board.

Mayor Barnett said that all of these things entail a fair amount of work.

Commissioner Earl said that TCD took a year and fed into the first Comprehensive Plan. 

Commissioner Hosé said they need an analysis of what topics and overlap with other institutions.

Commissioner Kulovany said the challenge is getting people to show up. He gave the examples of the safety 
meetings at the high schools.  He asked how much staff work is required. 
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Commissioner Walus said facilitation and dialogue is extremely important and they all agree with that. Her 
concern is that with everything going on right now, she would love to dive into it at some point, but is concerned 
about adding it to our goals at this time.

Mayor Barnett said they should keep it on the side but don’t lose it. He asked for public comment on the last 
discussion and items not on the Agenda.

4.  Public Comments 
This is the opportunity for public comments.

David Rose asked whether Commissioner Sadowski-Fugitt’s information is available. Mr. Fieldman said he’d 
provide him with a copy. Mr. Rose said he hopes they don’t use sustainability. He’s concerned that most people 
don’t understand what that means. 

Sue Farley spoke about the September 3 meeting and the discussion regarding cannabis with the comments from 
the Council members on the opt-in option and taxing. She said the Village needs to lead and can do that by 
controlling the zoning with long term planning.  The Village could be ahead of the game. She believes it is 
important to address things early. Her other reason for opting in is from a medical point of view. It is important to 
listen to other people in Downers Grove, and this is a chance for the Council to jump in and move forward.

David Rose said he thought Commissioner Hose’s point was not addressed regarding the treatment of cannabis 
and the treatment of alcohol. This is the key point.

Mayor Barnett said this would be discussed again at the October 8 meeting. 

5. Adjournment

Mayor Barnett asked for a motion to adjourn.

Motion:  Commissioner Hosé moved to adjourn.  Commissioner Earl seconded the motion. 

Mayor Barnett declared the motion carried by voice vote and the meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Megan Miles

Deputy Village Clerk
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